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Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council joint
SACRE Meeting 

 

The National Holocaust Centre 
 

  Thursday 13 June 2019 
 

6.30pm 
Minutes 
  

Present Representing 

CITY SACRE members  

Andrew Whitehouse Salvation Army 

Bryony Charnock-Walmsley NCC 

Cllr Boyd Elliott Chair 

Craig Moxham Church of England 

Dr Anne Lumb Church of England 

Graham Jennings United Reformed Church 

Gurjeet Singh Sikh Community 

Irfan Malik Ahmadiyya  community 

James Wale Secondary Teacher 

Kate Charlesworth Church of England 

Mike Arnold Baptist Church 

Pearl Day NAHT  

Rev Ken Johnson Secretary 

Richard Linford Primary teacher 

Russell Davies Pagan Society 

Sophie Farrell Holocaust Centre 

Val Jones NCC/minuter 

Muntazir Mohammed Muslim Community 

  

CITY SACRE members  

Debs Hunt Cross teach 

Jill Edmond South Wilford Primary 

Chris Richards Humanist 

Indiyasha Dasi Hinduism Education Services 

Cllr Nehgat Khan Nottingham city 

Jane Lewis Southwell Nottingham Diocese 

Heidi Shewell-Cooper City SACRE 

Caroline Mackeith Quaker  

Krishna Dasi Hinduism Education Services 

Kirsty Lacey Bluecoat Academy 

Cllr Mellen City SACRE chair 

Muntazir Mohammed Muslim Community 

 
1. Cllr Elliott chair welcome members of the city SACRE and county SACRE group to the 

Holocaust Centre. 
 

Sophie Farrell, from the Holocaust Centre gave an interesting presentation, explaining that 
employees induction includes a CEO presentation including a good background of the 
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Holocaust Centre. Sophie explained about the learning programmes the Holocaust centre 
provide including:- 
The Journey – an account of a 10-year-old Jewish boy.  This inspires children to write and 
gives historical experiences too.  We were encouraged to visit the website where there is a 
virtual tour, useful for teachers in planning a visit to the centre. 
A secondary learning programme is being developed, aimed at targeting hate culture, and 
building a stronger Britain together.  The pupils will have the opportunity to film themselves. 
The centre also has a travelling exhibition, visiting Huddersfield in October.  
Please contact Ken if you want any more information from Sophie.  
Also if you have any ideas for including in the programmes please let Sophie or Ken know.  
Sophie will send to Ken details of the conference on 24 July.  Sophie then answered questions 
from the groups, ie how many visitors did the centre have?  24 thousand a year on average 
reaching a broad spectrum of schools.  Bryony wanted more details of the conference, Sophie 
and Bryony to email. 
 

2. Ken thanked the Holocaust centre for hosting the meeting and providing such lovely 
refreshments. 

 
3. Cllr David Mellen, chair from city SACRE thanked Ken for the opportunity for the joint meeting, 

the last one was at least 8 years ago!   He then asked everyone to introduce themselves.  
He invited members to discuss in groups ways in which the two SAREs could co-operate more 
in the future.  Feedback was then shared from the members of both SACRE’s. This included 
things such as:- 

 Not waiting another 8/9 years to come together! 

 One of the points was that it is good to meet and have a better cross section of the area.  
Lots of people probably don’t know or not heard of SACRE, should be better known and 
celebrated than it currently is.   

 Perhaps if there are any vacancies in either SACRE the secretaries can liaise with each 
other and let members know so they can offer suggestions of who can fill the vacancies. 

 A suggestion was to ask children of different faiths to form their own SACRE as 
Nottingham is very multi-cultural.  

 The possible development of Youth SACRE’s. There are some youth councils in  
schools. Richard Linford said it is good to have a range of ideas, to look at ways to get 
RE over in schools.  One of the ways he has helped is in creating risk assessments to 
make it easier for school visits.  The EVOLVE website is used by city schools which 
makes it easier for teachers to plan trips. 

 
 
 

4. Cllr Boyd Elliott then introduced the Review of the Agreed Syllabus as a way of collaboration 
and invited Ken to give an overview which used a powerpoint presentation.  ( attached as a 
pdf) 
After table group discussions some of the following observations were made:- 

 Graham Jennings said we already have the statutory elements in the existing syllabus, 
perhaps we need to add examples of what to use in the classroom and be inclusive of 
all faiths. Support ways forward in terms of presentation. 

 It is up to the LAs to agree to the funding 

 Ken said the syllabus links to other areas of teaching  PSHE, British Values 

 The city Hindu representative Indiyasha offered their assistance in any working groups 
to illustrate the Hindu faith 

 Lat, who is from RE today who produce about 50% of the country’s syllabus documents, 
has worked with NCC on the current document as well as earlier ones; he has taught in 
schools. The working party would give advice to him and reviewing his suggestions so 
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that they fit with the needs of Nottinghamshire & City.  We could look elsewhere for a 
consultant to undertake this task. Previously County SACRE had rejected a ready 
produced syllabus agreeing that the Review should create one specific to our needs. 
Richard added Lat is worth his weight in gold, his input was invaluable previously as 
Richard was on the previous working party. 

 

 Entering into a the Review of the Agreed Syllabus also presented SACRE with a chance 
to  remind heads  and governing bodies of their statutory responsibility to be offering RE 
in their schools. Ken relayed the message from NASACRE AGM to encourage writing to 
heads of schools from the chairs of all SACRES offering assistance in view of Ofsted 
updates and the new Inspection reg9ime coming from this September. County had 
undertaken this. 

 

 Graham suggested there was no need for paper copies, electronic versions would be 
sufficient thereby  cutting costs. Schools could point out their own versions. Cllr 
Elliott said it would have added value if we made enough changes.    

 

 Within the County SACRE discussion, which followed whilst the City were discussing  
the possibility of an joint review,  Graham asked whether we could share with the City 
SACRE papers, Ken will ask Heidi.   

 

 Cllr Elliott asked for county SACRE groups to meet and discuss what the way forward 
should be.  The decision was reached from the three quorate groups – Teachers, 
Church of England and other faiths – other than Church of England , that we should 
work with the City SACRE on the Review of the Agreed Syllabus. 

 
As we had used the time available we were not able to discuss any of the normal business of 
SACRE 
 

5. Apologies received from County SACRE; 
Andy Wall 
Che Webster 
Cllr Phil Rostance 
Cllr Vaughn Hopewell 
Dr Rathod 
Dr Saluja 
Godfrey Nix 
John Heard 
Mike Follen 
Bethan Inglis 
Mark Melbourne 
Mary Moran 
 
 

 
  

 
 The meeting finished at 7.55pm 

 
 

 
  

 


